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LINITED WAR IN FAR EABT

Of particular interest in connection with Item 3, you

will recall that on 26 June NSC,
Study on U.S. and Allied limited

on Sino-8oviet reactions if U.S.

when discussing State-Defense
war capabilities, requested NIE

used nuclear weapons in respondingy

to local aggression in Far East,

A,

State-Defense study assumed that 8.S. responded selectively wiih
nuclear weapons from outsset in cases of Communist attacks on
South Korea, Taiwan, Quemoy-Matsu, and Vietnam/Lsos.

However, study assumed Communists would not use nuclear weapon3.
since their employment construed as overt involvements of Sovia-
forces and, under current U.S. strategic concept, such a sirect

U.S.-Soviet clash would no longer be limited war,

In essence, NSC asked us whether this assusption consistent with

probable Communist intentioans.

A,

Intelligence community concluded:

if U.8. used nuclear weapons in neqtiggﬁ;lac local aggression 1a

Far East, grave risk that Communists would retaliste in king.

This is key conclusion.

Though USSR determined to avoid gravely risking general war, it
probably calculates that 1ts orn,giaving military capabilities
make U.8. too increasingly unlikely to take such risks. There.
tore Sovieis and Chinese Communists, if they lsunched FE

aggession at all, would probably estimate that their reactbn

with nuclear weapons in response to U.B. use of them would

nok necegipr 1y lead to expansion hostilities into general war.
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Cc. 1f Communists did use puclears, they would attempt to do so
in such manner as to limit such risks of general war. YS8H
would prefer to avoid open involvement by providing nuclear
weapons to its FE allies, though still under Soviet contrel.
Commies would also probably confine their use of nuclear
weapone within limitse comparable to those observed by U.S8.

p. Likelihood of Communist puclear resction greatest if B.8.

mounted nuclear sttacks deep into China. Moscow and Peiping
would almost certainly feel compelled to respond by nuclear
i attacks on U.8. bases and nuclear capable forces in Far Esst.

111. BSC also asked us to estimnte Pree ¥World reactions to our use of

1 nuclerr weapous.

‘ A. ¥While many Free ¥World governments and countries would be
impressed by prompt B.8. resistance to aggression, t¥s would be
overshadowed in most countries by widespread fear of goenersl war

| and wide popular comdemnation of ¥.5., especislly irc Asis, for

; having used nuclear weapons.

§ B. This generally adverse reaction would be mitigated 1f U.8.

| response quickly balted aggression without large civilian
casualties; respect for U.H. power would be enhanced, €n othoar
hand if Communist nuclear reialistion led to prolonged or
expanded hostilities fears of general war would rise even higher
and great pressure would be exerted on us to reach a settlemeat,

¢C. O©Of course these broad estimates of Pree World reactions
necessarily conjectural. As DDI Joint Staff pointed out in
dissent, many other factors, e.g., U.8. statements at the tiwe,
clarity of aggression--would sffect Free ¥orld reaction at thke
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IV. But clear implication of NIE ie that:

A. U©.8. cannot expect to use puclesr weapons in local war without
grave risk simlilar Communist retaliation. We cannot assume
enemy would be deterred by fear of general war.

B. ¥e would have to count on a generally adverse Free world

reaction, largely because of fears of general war,

Approved For Release 2q02106é11 ;glA-RDP79R00890A001 000030011-1



